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Detailed Action 



1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Eifrig. 

With respect to claim 1 , Eifrig teaches an image predictive decoding method for 
decoding an input bit-stream including variable length coded transformed coefficients ( 
col. 6, lines 50-55 and col. 6, lines 20-25), the method comprising: decoding the VLC 
transformed coefficients into a 1-dimensional array (inherent) see col. 6, line 22; 
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adaptively selecting a prediction block for a current block from either an above block or 
a left block immediately adjacent to the current block (col. 9, lines 5-10); predicting a 
quantized DC coefficient from DC coefficients from the above and left block, see col. 9, 
lines 32-37 and further predicting the AC coefficients from the selected DC block that 
was either left or above selected and using the above block to select a row of 
coefficients for predicting the coefficients for the current block, see col. 9, lines 53-60. 

With respect to claim 2, Eifrig teaches an image predictive coding apparatus (shown by 
figures 1 and 6) for decoding an input bit-stream including VLC decoder (642) for 
defining one dimensional coefficients, see also col. 6, line 22. 

Eifrig teaches a block selection unit (649), see also figure 6, for adaptively selecting a 
prediction block for a current block from either an above block or a left block adjacent to 
the current block (see figure 4a-4c), see also col. 9, lines 5-10; DC prediction unit 646 
operable to predict a quantized DC coefficient of the current block from a quantized DC 
coefficient of the prediction block adaptively selected from either the above block or the 
left block (see col. 9, lines 32-39); and an AC prediction unit 648 operable to predict AC 
coefficients from the AC coefficients of either the left or above block. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles, can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




